LORD   MACAULAY
Frederick the Great
THOMAS BABINGTON MACAULAY (1800-59) was a lawyer who
entered Parliament and took part in the great struggle over
the Reform Act of 1832. Later he accepted an important
legal appointment in India. After spending a few years in
India he returned to England to busy himself with political
and especially literary work. In 1857 he was created Baron
Macaulay, with a seat in the House of Lords.
His great work was his History of England, only a large
fragment of which was completed when he died. His Essays,
which remain as the most popular part of his works, were
contributed at various times to the Quarterly Review and the
Encyclopedia Britannica. He writes with great vigour, and
sometimes sacrifices accuracy to his desire to be vivid and alive.
Our extract is from his essay on Frederick the Great
(1712-86), who became King of Prussia in 1740. Frederick's
father, known as Frederick William, treated his son with great
brutality. In the following passage Macaulay describes this
with great gusto.